Hedging
Language:

Softening Your Opinions

Sounding confident
without sounding absolute




Whatis
Hedging Language?

Hedging language softens statements to sound
less absolute or direct, useful in academic and
professional contexts.

when presenting an opinion

It could be argued that... without full certainty

to limit the strength of
a statement

“To some extent...”

when indicating a plausible

This arguably suggests... interpretation

to express tentative

“It seems that...” ,
conclusions

“In many cases...” to avoid overgeneralization




Blunt vs. Diplomatic

Hedging in action: the same point,
rewritten to sound more measured.

I ) This idea could be seen
This idea is wrong,. — 88 probleratic
i It seems there may have
You made a mistake. —> y

been an oversight.

The data proves
the theory.

The data appears to
support the theory.




Practice Task

Rewrite each sentence using hedging
phrases to soften your opinion.

01 Your argument is incorrect.

0 2 This method doesn’t work.

0 3 He is the best candidate.




Wrap-Up
Discussion Questions

When is hedging S \O a“e'(s \
useful in communication? :: 3
~ %~\‘.

Can hedging ever e .
weaken your message? When? .

In which situations is

directness more effective ~
than hedging? Why?



